
 

 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

God-with-us, we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, claiming there is no room when 
we have plenty. We have made power and wealth our idols, while you show us true glory: a baby in a 
manger. We have overlooked the shepherds, expecting good news in prettier packaging. Too often, we have 
valued violence instead of your peace. Turn us from our ways to your ways. Grant us the grace to begin 
again. Free us from all that keeps us bound, and forgive our sin, through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for 
us. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news and rejoice! You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, ☩ forgiven in Christ, 
and freed to respond in joy. Amen. 
 

HYMN:         “Once in Royal David’s City”                    #269                                      
 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us Pray…Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge of 
your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may live continually in 
the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26   
18 Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 His mother used to make for him a 
little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 
20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this woman for 
the gift that she made to the LORD”; and then they would return to their home. 26 Now the boy Samuel 
continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and with the people. 
 

Response: The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Isaiah 148 (Read Responsively)  
1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 

 2 Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 3 Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 



 

 

 4 Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 
 5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created, 
 6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away. 
 7 Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;  
 8 fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 9 mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
 10 wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
 11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 
 12 young men and maidens, old and young together. 
 13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and     

     heaven. 
 14 The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, the children of Israel, a     

     people who are near the LORD.  
 

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:12-17     
12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, 
and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just 
as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 
one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to 
God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. 
 

Response: The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: (*please stand)    “Go Tell It on the Mountain”    #290 
 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter…Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52 
41 Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And when he was 
twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the festival was ended and they started to 
return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in 
the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and 
friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all 
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him they were 
astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have 
been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49 He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not 
know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he said to them. 51 Then he 
went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things 
in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. 
 
Response: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN:                           “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                              #288 



 

 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Response: God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR OFFERING AND PRAYER 
 
(offering plates are located on the table at the back of the sanctuary) 
 
OFFERING HYMN:                 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                         #276 
 
 
HOLY COMMUNION (p. 144) 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING (p.144) 
It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy…we join their unending hymn:                                  #289, v. 1 
 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,  
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains:  

Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (p. 145) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS                       “Lamb of God”                        p. 146 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

“We Come Hungry to the Feast” #479 
“Come, Let Us Eat” #491 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER (*Please Stand)                p. 146 
 
BLESSING 
The God of love, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
lavish you with grace,  
illumine your path, 
and increase your joy, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN                                                         “Angels We Have Heard on High”            #289                  
 
SENDING (p. 146) 
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
Music and Liturgy are used with permission from Augsburg Fortress, Copyright 2024, under License SB159925. Our Savior's also 
streams and shares music and liturgy with permission under CCLI Copyright License B-1593895, Streaming License B-20353219, and 
One License w/Podcasting A-742031. 

  



 

 

 

We, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, welcome all to share Christ’s love, 
grow in faith, and to live a life of service glorifying God. 
 

Today’s Radio Broadcast is given in memory of Erna Anderson’s 
birthday by her family. 
 

Property Manager Position at OSLC   After a number of years, Bobby 
Koepplin has decided to retire, effective Dec.31, 2024.  We appreciate 
his dedicated service to Our Savior’s.  We are currently searching for a 
replacement.  This position manages OSLC’s apartments and 
parsonages, along with supporting the infrastructure needs of our 
church home.  Bobby has put together an operations manual to guide 
the new person when they assume this role. Please contact LouVay 
White, Margaret Dahlberg, or Pastor Nicholas if you would like more 
information.   
 

Use of Lower Level the kitchen and lower level gathering space is 
inaccessible and under construction. OSLC is currently able to host 
coffee and bars only in the Gathering Space and limited to 50 people 
until construction is completed. 
 

 Beginning in January, we will use a slightly different offering 
envelope strategy.  If you currently receive offering envelopes in the 
mail, you will now receive them bimonthly (every 2 months) instead of 
monthly.  If you give online but still receive envelopes in the mail, 
please let the office know if you would like to opt out of the envelope 
mailing. 
 

The Hi-Liner Food Pantry, serving VCHS students and 
families, continues to collect donations in the tote near the welcome 
center. To donate to the Bridges Backpack Program, please make your 
check out to and mail to: Bridges Backpack Program, Inc., 674 10th Ave 
SW, Valley City, ND 58072.  Suggested donations include: canned 
chicken or tuna, cereal, pancake mix, syrup, peanut butter, canned 
ravioli, Spaghetti O’s, and granola bars. 
 
Coffee and Fellowship Hosts: Hosts are needed for our fellowship times 
following worship on Sunday mornings. Hosting can be as simple as 
making sure the coffee is on and running and providing a light treat. 
You can sign up on the clipboard on the counter in the Gathering Room 
and be in touch with Pr. Nicholas with questions.   
 

Blood Drive Update: Vitalant has let us know that between the 2 days 
of our blood drive this month, we had 105 people volunteer to donate. 
Of those, 95 were able to donate, 9 were able to donate double red 
cells and 5 were able to donate plasma.  This resulted in 109 total 
products available, which could impact up to 327 lives! Thank you to all 
who helped out and also to all who signed up to donate. 
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A look ahead at the week of December 29th  – January 5th, 2025 
 
TODAY:  9:00 am | Worship 

  9:00 am | Facebook Worship Livestream 
  10:00 am | Coffee & Fellowship 

11:00 am | Baptism and Reception 
  11:00 am | KOVC 1490 AM/96.3 FM Radio Broadcast 
 

WED:  New Year’s Day | Office and Building Closed 
   

SAT:  7:30 am | Men’s Bible Fellowship 
      
SUN (1/5): 8:05 am | Choir Rehearsal 

9:00 am | Worship  
  9:00 am | Facebook Worship Livestream 
  10:00 am | Coffee & Fellowship 
   

11:00 am | KOVC 1490 AM/96.3 FM Radio Broadcast 
   
 
 
 

   


