OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
138 3rd Street NW, Valley City, ND 58072
(701) 845 - 1328 | oursaviorsvc.org
MAY 17th, 2026 + 7th SUNDAY OF EASTER

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN “Open The Eyes Of My Heart” (see insert)

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM(*please rise in body or spirit)
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank
you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that
nourish us. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks for your
life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. You guide
us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with
the breath of peace. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We join with
saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen.

KYRIE p. 184

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ
and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. These
verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises
that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit.




®When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his
own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” °When he had said this, as
they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 1° While he was going and they
were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. ! They said, “Men of Galilee,
why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 2 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount
called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. '* When they had entered the city, they
went to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of

James. ¥ All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including
Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 (read responsively)

1Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; let those who hate God flee.

2 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; as the wax melts before the fire, so let the
wicked perish at the presence of God.

3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them also be merry and joyful.

4 Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds; | Am is that name,
rejoice before God!

>In your holy habitation, O God, you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;

®you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; but the rebels shall live in desert
places.

70 God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched through the wilderness,

8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, at the
presence of God, the God of Israel.

9You sent a bountiful rain, O God; you restored your inheritance when it languished.

0Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.

32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord.

3 You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; you send forth your voice, your mighty voice.

34 Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.

3> How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, giving strength and power to your
people! Blessed be God!

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we are to resist the
designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen
and guide us.

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. 3 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that
you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 4 If you are reviled for the name of Christ,
you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. >® Humble yourselves,
therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him,
because he cares for you. & Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls
around, looking for someone to devour. ° Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers
and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 1° And after you have suffered for a



little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support,
strengthen, and establish you. ' To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION(*please rise in body or spirit) p. 188

The Holy Gospel according to John, the seventeenth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 17:1-11
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those who continue his work
in this world will live in unity.

L After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has
come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, % since you have given him authority over all people, to
give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. #1 glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave
me to do. > So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that | had in your presence before
the world existed. ¢ “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. ” Now they know that everything you have
given me is from you, &for the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and they have received them
and know in truth that | came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. °| am asking on their
behalf; | am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are
yours. 2 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | have been glorified in them. ! And now | am no longer
in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “l Come with Joy” #482
APOSTLES CREED(*please rise in body or spirit) p. 105

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs
of all creation.

Each petition concludes: ”Merciful God, receive our prayer.”

The final petition: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

THANKSGIVING FOR OFFERING
(offering plates are located on the table at the back of the sanctuary. The offering plates are brought forward
during the singing of our offering hymn.)




THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us, a
glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of
Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

OFFERTORY HYMN “In the Singing” #466

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING p. 190
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY p. 190

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMNS “Lamb of God” p. 191
“Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether” #470
“God Is Here!” #526

BLESSING FROM THE TABLE(*please rise in body or spirit)

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in God’s care. Amen.

BLESSING
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our

advocate and peace, *+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Thine the Amen” #826

DISMISSAL
This worship is ended, Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Music and Liturgy are used with permission from Augsburg Fortress, Copyright 2026, under License SB159925. Our Savior's also
streams and shares music and liturgy with permission under CCLI Copyright License B-1593895, Streaming License B-20353219, and
One License w/Podcasting A-742031.
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GIVE ONLINE

We, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, welcome all to share Christ’s love,
grow in faith, and to live a life of service glorifying God.

Today’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored today by Bob and Bev Loken in
honor of an 80™ birthday...Happy Birthday!

Summer Youth Trip July 20-21 - OSLC youth and friends in grades 7-12!
Sign up now! Join Kyla on a two-day trip to Minneapolis and enjoy time
volunteering at Global Health Ministries and Feed My Starving Children
as well as Valleyfair! Sign up on the youth bulletin board today!

Red Willow Bible Camp Sponsorship Code Forms are now available and
located on both youth bulletin boards! If your child plans to attend
camp this summer, simply grab a form, complete it, and get it back to
Kyla or the church office and then Kyla will be in touch with the OSLC
code to register for camp. Contact Kyla with any questions!

REMINDER: There is still time to sigh up for VBS! Use the QR code

here to sign up.

'gl

Radio Broadcasts: There are currently many Sundays open to sponsor.
Please contact Ann in the office if you would like to help with this
important outreach ministry. If you have a special Sunday in mind,
please reserve it as soon as possible to ensure it is available. The cost to
sponsor each Sunday broadcast is $100.

The Hi-Liner Food Pantry, serving VCHS students and families,
continues to collect food donations in the tote in the Gathering Room.
To donate to the Bridges Backpack Program, please make your check
out to and mail to: Bridges Backpack Program, Inc., 674 10th Ave SW,
Valley City, ND 58072

Do you have need of a wheelchair lift for outside your home? We
know of someone who is selling one (cheaply) that they no longer need.
Please contact Ann in the office with questions or for contact
information.

Good Samaritans Quilters are always looking for used sheets and
fabric: the quilters are asking, as you clean closets and downsize, to
keep them in mind. They are looking for used sheets (no white, please)
and fabric (cotton preferred). If you have questions, please contact
Ann in the office or Carol Foth.
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IN OUR PRAYERS:

We're continuing a practice at Our Savior's to be mindful of our prayer for one another. Each week, staff will
be praying for, and congregation members are encouraged to pray for families of the congregation, by name.
This week we pray for Tyler & Kelli Stearns, Lynette & Russell Stephens, Terri & Kurt Stevens, Lacey & Casey
Stoudt and Jan Stowman families. "First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone" 1 Timothy 2:1

Ann will be out of the office on Friday, May 29t". We are still looking for someone to staff the office from 9
until 1 that day to answer phones and be a presence in the building. No office to be done or maybe a small

assembly project. You may read a book or work on a craft project during that time, if you would like. If you
are able to help us out with that, please call Ann in the office.

A look ahead at the week of May 17" to May 24", 2026.

TODAY: 9:00 am | Worship
9:00 am | Facebook Worship Livestream
10:15 am | Coffee and Fellowship
11:00 am | KOVC 1490 AM/96.3 FM Radio Broadcast

MON: 6:30 pm | PEO

TUES: 9:00 am | Quilters
12:00 am | Jamestown Conference
1:30 pm | Text Study

WEDS: 9:30 am | Bible Study
7:00 pm | VCHS Baccalaureate (VCHS HAC)

SAT: 7:30 am | Men’s Bible Fellowship

SUN (5/24): 8:45 am | Coffee and Fellowship
9:30 am | Worship
9:30 am | Facebook Worship Livestream
11:00 am | KOVC 1490 AM/96.3 F Radio Broadcast
2:30 pm | VCHS Graduation (VCHS HAC)
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