
 



S u n  M o n  T u e  W e d  T h u  F r i  S a t  

1 1 Advent/Food Pantry  
Sunday 
8:30am Worship-Choir 
9:30am Coffee & Fellowship 
No Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 
2:00pm Community Service 
of Remembrance-Epworth 
United Methodist 

2 
9:30am Prayer 
12:10pm  
Sr. High Lunch 

3 
9:00am  
Ministerial  

4 
9:30am Bible Study 
12:10pm Sounds of the 
Season 
3:15pm Kids for Christ 
6:00pm Supper 
6:30pm  
Confirmation 
 

5 
APOC Board  
Meeting 

6 7 
7:30am  
Men’s 
Bible  
Fellow-
ship 

8   2 Advent 
8:30am Worship-Choir 
9:30am Coffee & Fellowship 
9:45 am Sunday School, Choir 
11:00am Worship 
 

9 
9:30am Prayer 
12:10pm  
Sr. High Lunch 
 
5:00-7:00pm 
Community 
Closet Opening 

10 
9:00am  
Text Study 

11  
9:30am Bible Study 
12:10pm Sounds of the 
Season 
12:30pm Kids for Christ 
6:00pm Supper 
6:30pm Confirmation 
7:00pm Committees 
8:00pm Council 

12 13 
Annual 
Reports 
due 
 
 
5:00pm 
Wedding 
Rehearsal 

14 
7:30am 
Men’s 
Bible 
4:00pm 
Derek 
Kohler 
& 
Janna 
Strege 
Wedding 

15 3 Advent/Abused Persons 
Outreach Collection 
8:30am Worship-Choir 
9:30am Coffee & Fellowship 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 
12:00pm Pizza Party 
1:00pm Christmas Program in 
Sanctuary 
2:00pm Worship at Legacy 
3:00pm Worship at Sheyenne 
Care Center 

16 
9:30am Prayer 
12:10pm  
Sr. High Lunch 

17 
9:00am 
Text Study 
 

18  8:00am-1:00pm 
Blood Drive 
9:30am Bible Study 
10:30am Rudolph 
Square 
12:10pm Sounds of the 
Season 
3:15pm Kids for Christ 
6:00pm Supper 
6:30pm Confirmation 
7:00pm Sarah Circle 
 

19 
9:30am Pastor’s  
Conference- 
Our Savior’s 
Lutheran 
11:00am-
6:00pm 
Blood Drive 
2:oopm Hannah 
Circle 

20 21 
7:30am 
Men’s 
Bible  
Fellow-
ship 

22 4 Advent 
8:30am Worship 
9:30am Coffee & Fellowship 
No Sunday School 
10:00am Choir rehearsal 
11:00am Worship-Choir 

23 
9:30am Prayer 

24 
Christmas Eve 
Worship 
3:00pm-Choir 
4:30pm, 
9:00pm 
 
 

25 
 Christmas Day Worship 
          10:00am 
 

26 27 28 
7:30am 
Men’s 
Bible  
Fellow-
ship 

29 1 Christmas 
8:30am Worship 
9:30am Coffee & Fellowship 
No Sunday School 
No Choir 
11:00am Worship 

30 
9:30am Prayer 

31 
9:00am  
Text Study 

    

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 9  



 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Plants at Our Savior’s 
Share a poinsettia plant and help decorate the sanctuary of 
Our Savior’s this Christmas. Complete the information below 
and return to the church office or offering plate by Sunday, 
December 8. 
I wish to contribute a poinsettia plant: 
 

Given by__________________________________________ 
 
In appreciation /honor of_____________________________ 
 
In memory of ______________________________________ 
 

Please bring the plant to Our Savior’s by the time of the    
Christmas worship services. You may pick up your donated 
plant following the Christmas Eve or Christmas Day worship. A 
list of those providing  poinsettia plants will be included in the 
December 25 bulletin.  Thank you. 

______________________________________________ 
 

Radio broadcast 
Radio broadcast of the 8:30 worship is on Sunday morning at 
11:00 a.m. on KOVC 1490 AM. To sponsor a broadcast and/or 
reserve a sponsorship date for 2019, please contact the 
church office. The cost to sponsor a broadcast is $100 and you 
may provide this gift in memory of or in honor of someone, an         
anniversary or another  significant event. Your gift to this    
important ministry is appreciated. 
___________________________________________________ 

 
Blood Drive at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

8:00am-1:15pm 
On  

December 18, 2019 
& 

11:00am-6:00pm 
on 

December 19, 2018 

 
 

To sign up Call Liz Marthaler 
At  

490-2439 

Members of the January Our Savior’s  
Servants 

 
Darin & Julia Anderson 
David & Sue Carlsrud 
 
Jimmy & Tara Altringer            
Bob & Dr. Misty Anderson 
Mark & Karen Askerooth        
David & Heide Beierle 
Wanda Bjerke             
Dalene Brock 
Lowell Busching   
Ken & Karen Christianson 
Annie Corbin             
Paul & Tanya Diegel 
Donna Ekern                           
Scott Engler 
Arlene Flatlie            
Eric Fretheim 
Kyle & Jessica Gregerson        
Don & Dawn Knutson 
Dustin & Nikki Nielsen          
Doug & Violet Quick 
Dewey & Kristi Schweitzer             
Maureen Svihovec 
Aarika Thornton                   
Jason Thornton 
Mark & Andrea Winter           
Jeff & Julie Wurzer 
 
________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Thank You to November Our Savior’s Servants 
and their Coordinators:  Kristi & Todd Kohler &  
Pat & Monte Johnson 
 
 
 

Flower Committee:   
Rosalyn Bruhschwein & Mary Creviston 
 

Thank you to our faithful ushers, who assist us 
every  Sunday morning. 
    



 
 
 

13th Annual “Sounds of the Season” Series 
 

 
If you like to listen to Christmas music during the holiday season, you now have another opportunity to listen on 
Wednesdays in Advent beginning  December 4th during the noon hour.  These listening opportunities will be held in 
the sanctuary of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church located at 138 3rd St. N.W. in Valley City from 12:10 p.m. to 12:55 p.m. 
giving listeners time to pick up a sandwich or other type lunch and make their way to the church.  Depending on the 
featured performer, the length of the performance may be altered a few minutes. 
 
Wednesday, December 4th, will feature Faye Bubach.  Wednesday, December 11th, will feature Beth Quick Berge, and 
Wednesday, December 18th will feature Cyndi Hill and Erik Johnson. 
 
So bring your lunch if you haven’t had it yet or enjoy provided refreshments if you have had lunch and enjoy the 
“Sounds of the Season”. 
 
The public is invited to attend any or all of the sessions in this Christmas Holiday music series. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
December Faith Practice Opportunities 
 
Men’s Bible Fellowship – Saturday Mornings at 7:30 a.m. Enter through the Gathering Room doors. Read and discuss 
Bible passages, while finding supportive and thoughtful conversation.  
 
Prayer Group – Monday at 9:30 am in the Church Library. Gather for a time of silence, reflection, and prayer, followed 
by coffee and conversation. No need to be intimidated; you won’t be forced to pray outloud! Come, check it out. 
 
Wednesday Bible Study – Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Gathering Room. During December we’ll explore Advent 
Themes of HOPE and PEACE.  Plan for a JOYFUL White Elephant gift exchange on December 18th.  
 
Nooma Video & Conversation – Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Youth Room Space (across the hall from the pas-
tors’ offices). Watch a short, thought provoking video and share your reflections with one another.   
 
No Bible Book Club in December, but we plan to be back in January!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Recently, I’ve had many conversations with people about waiting. You wait for news from family. You wait for a     
surgery. You wait for a phone call. Sometimes, waiting is the hardest part, because we feel like we are not in control.  
Waiting often brings wonder and worry.  
 
During the season of Advent 2019, as a congregation we will be invited to think about “What Can’t Wait?” Consider 
these words from Lisa Gwynn Garrity:  
 
Advent is a season of waiting, but is idle waiting what God wants of us? In preparation for the coming Messiah, we 
wonder together – what things can’t wait? What demands our immediate attention? What requires our work and 
preparation? What is it that God can’t wait for? Is it our praise, reconciliation, and proclamation? Is it the end of        
suffering, isolation, and fear? This Advent, we invite you to join us in imagining, prioritizing, and preparing. As we wait, 
what can’t wait?  
 
For followers of Jesus, waiting need not bring idleness.  We pray. We trust in Jesus. We fiercely love people around us. 
We embrace gifts of grace even in anxious times. With Jesus, hope, peace, joy, and love can’t wait.  
 
In addition to exploring “What Can’t Wait?” in our Sunday morning worship, there are other ways for you to ponder 
this question. Pick up an Advent Calendar on the information counter. Begin or enhance your daily devotion practices, 
with these reflections. This is a great resource for individuals or families.  Alternatively, check out the “Our Savior’s  
Lutheran Church, Valley City, ND” Page on Facebook for daily reflections in December.  
 
We will continue with a Holy Experient during Advent. You’ll notice a change in our worship space during Advent and 
Christmas. In addition to greenery and holiday decor, we’ll temporarily remove the communion rail and pull the altar 
forward.  God is not sitting behind a wall somewhere, but present and active in this world. Let’s see how this small 
tweak in our worship space, enhances our experience of worshiping Jesus. Your feedback and questions are welcomed.   
 
Blessed be these Advent days to you. May the Holy Spirit be alive in our community, drawing us closer to Jesus and 
widening our love for one another and the world around us.  
As we wait, what can’t wait?  
-Pastor Emmy Swedlund 



 
 
Highlights from the November  
Congregation Council Meeting 
 
Building Project Report: Architect concepts for the 
kitchen and northwest corner of the building and up-
dated cost estimates were shared with the Council. The 
Building Project subgroup will further share information 
and seek feedback from the congregation 
 
Constitution Update:  The first reading of the updated 
constitution was held at the special congregation      
meeting on November 3rd. The constitution will now 
need to be approved at the annual meeting in January 
2020.  
 
Christmas Worship Services:  Worship times were set for 
Christmas Eve at 3:00, 4:30, and 9:00 p.m. and Christmas 
Day at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Electronic Giving: The council discussed offering credit/
debit card giving through the congregation’s website. 
Possible service providers are being explored.  
 
Deaths:  Mona Hennel, Florence Powell 
Weddings:  Gabriel Brooks & Madison Peltier  
New Members:  Alan & Darlene Windingland,          
Stephanie & Kyle Roelfsema, Parker, Riley 
Confirmands: Adam Bitz, Brinklyn Johnson, Paige Kaber, 
Samantha Schlotman, Bryn Didier, Cloe Hatten,        
Tarissa Severson, Maggie Dockter, Rachel Beierle, Dane 
Lebahn, Brynn Hagen, Dylann Diegel, Faith Orner,    
Tucker Orner 
 
A copy of unapproved meeting minutes are posted near 
the information counter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your ongoing financial support of the      
ministry of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. Your financial 
support creates opportunities for people of all ages to be 
encouraged in their faith. Sunday School students meet to 
learn the stories of Jesus. Communion is shared on       
Sundays, and Wednesday, and at other times out in the 
community. Ministries like the Chaplaincy Program at the 
Sheyenne Care Center receive support.  
 
As of the end of October, our income towards the general 
budget was $270,652.28. Thank you for your generous 
support. Reminder: our general budget for 2019 is 
$351,750.  
 
In additional to general fund offerings, donations may also 
be designated for special ministries, including:  
Missionary Calendar 
Radio Broadcast 
Building Fund 
Parsonage Debt Reduction 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of our ministry  
together through prayers and sharing of time, talent, and 
treasure.  
_______________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
First Sunday, December 1– Donate to the Barnes County 
Food Pantry. Especially needed are peanut butter, jelly, 
cereals, and canned fruits or vegetables. 
Third Sunday, December 15 – Donate to the Abused     
Person’s Outreach Center. Especially needed are personal 
care items, paper towels, diapers, and wipes.  
 

Volunteers to deliver for the Backpack Food Program are 
needed during the month of January.  
Food is housed at Epworth United Methodist. On   
Wednesdays, volunteers deliver to Head Start and get 
boxes ready for area schools. On Thursday, boxes are   
delivered to Washington, Jefferson, St. Kate’s. New       
volunteers are welcome; we’ll get you trained in on what 
needs to happen.   



 

          
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Learn more about our partner in ministry at www.lssnd.org.  
 
Restorative Justice: “Are you interested in helping victims of 
crime find peace and justice?  Would you like to learn more 
about serving justice-involved youth—holding them            
accountable while providing them an opportunity to make 
things right?  Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota is 
looking for passionate individuals who want to help people 
impacted by crime in their communities by facilitating face-to
-face meetings between youth who cause harm and those 
who experience it firsthand.  Please call Elizabeth Raile,     
Restorative Justice Team Lead, 701-271-3252 or email 
LSSRJ@lssnd.org for more information.” 
 
Abound Counseling has a satellite office at Faith Lutheran in 
Valley City and therapists come several days a week; other 
days clients are seen using technology, the tele-health       
network.  Mental health services are insurance-eligible for 
most people, and there is a care fund for those who are in 
between insurance coverages or can’t afford their              
deductible. To book an appointment call (701) 223-1510 or 
email abound@lssnd.org    There is also a Farm-to-Farm  
Therapy program that confidentially and easily connects 
farmers and ranchers to a therapist with a farming           
background via tele-health. 
 
A Dove Award was presented to Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church for our ongoing support to LSS of ND.  From the 
award: “For centuries, the dove has been recognized as a sign 
that God is ever present. Before there were compasses, it is 
told that travelers looked to doves for direction. In grateful 
recognition that, like a dove, you have helped people find 
their way, we thank you.” Our Savior’s has been blessed to 
be a blessing!  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Eve Worship 
3:00 and 4:30 p.m. Festive Candlelight Worship: It’s a 
worship filled with joyful songs, Silent-night, and    
candle-light to celebrate the coming of Christ.  
 
9:00 p.m. Contemplative, Candlelight Worship with 
Holy Communion: Come for cozy, reflective worship 
as we sing beloved carols and ponder the mystery of 
God with Us in Jesus Christ. Receive Jesus’ presence 
through the gift of Holy Communion.  
 
Christmas Day Worship 
10:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion – We’re 
keeping the Christ in Christmas. Will you join us? With 
the dawn of a new day, we worship Jesus, the new 
born king. Christ the child was born for you!  
 
Sunday, December 29 – Christmas Worship continues 
at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Community Service of Remembrance Sunday, 
December 1 at 2:00p.m. Epworth United Methodist 
Church 680 8th Ave. SW. Together, we give thanks 
and remember the lives of those family, friends, and 
loved ones who have joined the great company of 
saints this past year. All are welcome, especially those 
who have mourned losses within the past year, to sur-
round themselves in prayer and the comforting em-
brace of God’s love and peace. 

http://www.lssnd.org
mailto:LSSRJ@lssnd.org
mailto:abound@lssnd.org


 

 

 
 

Prayer requests from our Missionaries Willie and Anne Langdji, ELCA Regional Representatives in Western 
Africa:  
The rains have been very strong this year which has led to challenges for farmers and also flooding in every country in 
the region we visit. The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Central African Republic is trying to address some   internal 
challenges. Several countries in the region we cover continue to experience violent conflicts: Cameroon, Nigeria and 
CAR. The situation in the part of Cameroon where Willie's family is from is particularly worrisome, with increasing    
violence. Many people have died, been injured, lost their homes or been forced to flee. South  Sudan is also still      
dealing with armed conflict and violence. The Ebola crisis in the Democratic Republic of Congo is not something we are 
directly involved with, but we also pray for the people there who are struggling. The Lutheran Church in Rwanda just            
celebrated their 30th anniversary with events and international visitors. We give thanks for their ministry in Rwanda. 
 
The 2019 Missionary Sponsorship Calendar is on the  bulletin board across from the church office. For $25 you can 
sponsor a day. Many dates are still available. Claim a date and make your donation.  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Caregiver Support Program 
Are you caring for a loved one who is age 60 or older? Are you a grandparent, aunt, or other     

relative who has stepped in to raise grandchildren? If so, you are not alone. The North Dakota  

Family Caregiver Support Program can help you   locate community services; information and respite care 

to help support you in your care-giving role. Because you     care -take care of yourself. Find out more about the Family 

Caregiver Support Program by contacting Nicole Johnson at the South Central Human Service Center at (701)253-6396 

or toll free at 1-855-462-5465. This program is provided free of charge and is supported by the North Dakota              

Department of Human Services.  

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
For Your Information     
Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 8:00 am-3:00 pm 
            Church Building Hours 
Monday-Thursday 8:00 am-5:00 pm 
Friday 8:00 am-3:00 pm 
Saturday-Sunday 8:00 am- 12:00 pm 
 

 

 

Phone Numbers 
Church Office 845-1328 
Pastor Emmy Swedlund Cell – (701)552-2419 
Pastor Kyle Symanski Cell-(708)467-8712 
If we do not answer, please leave a message so that 
we can get back to you.  





 



 



 


