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@ OUR SAVIOR’S NEWS

Guiding members and friends in faith and service with God'’s enduring love.

CONTACT US BUILDIN

(701) 845-1328
oursaviorsvc@outlook.com

www.oursaviorsvc.org

138 3rd Street NW
Valley City, ND 58072

Summer Fun Days! Catching the Vision, Following Christ

Having fun together is part of ] ) , .
being in community! We want Our Savior’s Lutheran Church is doing some exciting

to invite every household to ministry and engaging the community. We are
join us for a variety of Summer | catching the vision of what the Holy Spirit is inviting us
events to build.meaningful to do in the Valley City community, as we follow Christ
ST EXEL R and step boldly into the mission field where God has
SAVE THESE DATES! planted us.

Together, we have heard the scriptures in worship
inviting us to care for other. Christ is at the center (the
heart) of this mission and our building is a center (a

Sunday, June 28
Potluck Brunch and Bingo

Sunday, July 12 location in space and time) where our mission can be
Worship and Picnic lived out as we welcome the stranger, feed hungry
(at City Park) neighbors, and cloth the naked. Many of you have
Wednesday, August 5 caught the vision and are helping fulfill this mission
“Splash Into Faith” through the Community Closet, Sr. High Lunches, as
Red Willow Day Camp worship volunteers, hosting Coffeee Fellowship and
(at Chautauqua Park) helping with youth and children’s ministry. Members of

the Valley City community are taking notice and
volunteering to serve among us in these important
ministries.

Sunday, August 30
Potluck Brunch and Bunco

As we catch and share the vision, we want to be aware
of volunteer fatigue (aka-burnout). Perhaps a good

SOME FELL s . illustration is the seed planted among the rocks in
THE P/ -

Al
. Jesus’ parable of the farmer (Matt. 13:1-9), which takes
root quickly and begins to grow, but withers under the
hot sun because it has no depth of soil. Where do we
;’J«’a’ﬁ’? %ﬁ&fgga / turn when we are tired or fatigued in our service? God'’s
amr E’J own self-giving is where the prophet Isaiah directs the
e = STILL OTHER SEED FELI .

ON GOOD SOIL people of Israel to look when they feel faint or weary.
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28 Have you not known? 30 Even youths will faint and be weary,
Have you not heard? and the young will fall exhausted;
The Lord is the everlasting God, 3put those who wait for the Lord shall
the Creator of the ends of the earth. renew their strength,

He does not faint or grow weary; they shall mount up with wings like
his understanding is unsearchable. eagles,

2 He gives power to the faint, they shall run and not be weary,

and strengthens the powerless. they shall walk and not faint.

(Isaiah 40:28-31, NRSV)

Isaiah seems to point to God as the sources of strength to overcome fear, burnout,
and despair. As a community of faith, we trust that God will sustain us and multiply
our efforts like the seed scattered on good fertile soil. That great harvest may not
necessarily mean more people in worship on a Sunday morning..though we never
want to limit the work of the Holy Spirit! The harvest might be better measured in
the amount of goodwill generated within and outside the walls of this
congregation.

Goodwill within the congregation is evident and on displayed when qualities like
joy in our serving, pride in our ministries, and trust in our congregational leaders
and staff are perceived. When this happens, faith-filled people might actually dare
to open their mouths and tell friends and neighbors about the exciting things that
“their church” is doing. And goodwill outside the congregation is evident when
people of Valley City hear about what we are doing and acknowledge that our
congregation is ‘walking the talk.” As your interim pastor, it brings me great joy to
hear from people outside the congregation gush about how much they appreciate
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church - you dear ones! | hope you hear these affirmations
also. We have caught the vision and we are following Christ!

Faithfully yours,

e G,

Our newsletter is available online on our
website and also available by email. If you
Sign up for our would like to receive the newsletter in one of

enElUSLETTEH these formats instead of having it mailed,

please contact the office.
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Janie Mehus, a member of our congregation,
passed away on April 29, 2026. Her family will
be having a Celebration of Life on Friday, June

12t at the pavilion in Chautaugua Park from
11:30am to around 1:00pm. All are welcome to

share as they express the joy and love they
feel for having had Janie in their lives.

OF LIFE

Lutheran World Relief - Bar Soap Needed

The team here at OSLC that prepares Health Kits for
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) is looking for donations of bar
soap. Any variety is accepted. They need 3,4, and/or 5
ounce size. the 3 oz size are packed 3 per kit and the 4 or 5
0z size bars are packed 2 bars per kit. Please check out the
i/ Information Area for displays of various LWR kits we
assemble.

Q) 3

‘WE ARE | — ~ 2
Sheyenne Valley ~ 7,

HIRING!
% : CHOIR DIRECTOR memo ry

OFFICE COORDINATOR/FINANCIAL SECRETARY

JOIN OUR TEAM!

Memory Cafe will meet

Our Savior’s Congregation Council is

moving forward in'Fh the hiring process on Thursdag, June 25th
for two staff positions. Please help us .
spread the word as we seek qualified at Falth Lutheran Church
applicants. We are looking for:
Choir Director, and from 1 tO 3 pm
Office Coordinator/FinanciaIIS.e_cretary. Ter-i Undem Wl” be
Interested persons should visiting the . .
church website, jobs page for more ,eadlng the tOpIC Of

information. We, , bel n
https://oursaviorsvc.org/jobs.php 9
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Build Your Own Worship Bag - A Commitment of our Values

At the Congegation Council Meeting and
at the Annual Meeting we read the Mission
Statement and Values of Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church. For those who might
need a review, the Mission Statement is,
“We, Our Savior’s family of beleivers,
welcome all to share Christ’s love, to grow
in faith, and to live a life of service
glorifying God.” The Values are “All
Generations, Neighbors-Near & Far,

Sharing, Rejoicing & Weeping Together”.

As we strive to live into the Value of being
a congregation for All Generations, we
have given more significant consideration
to welcome children and young families
with the “Build Your Own Worship Bag”.
For families with young children this is a
sign that we welcome young children and
we are expecting them. We received so
many positive comments in the past few
weeks. All generations really are welcome
at Our Savior’s! In Matthew 19:14 we hear
Jesus say, “Let the little children come to
me, and do not stop them; for it is to such
as these that the kingdom of heaven
belongs.” These children and young
families belong among us.

Splash Into Faith - Day Camp

Our Savior’s Lutheran is hosting the
Staff of Red Willow Bible Camp for a
Day of Summer Camp in Valley City!
Students in Grades 7-12 and Adults .
will be needed as volunteers to help HERE WEDNESDAY
with registration, serving food, and AUGUST 5 9:30AM - 2PM
as small aroup leaders. Please A e e Bl
Contact Pr. Jared to Volunteer. -
Registration Link for children (K-6 -5_ %
Grade) is Open! Use the QR Code i inie

SPLASH ‘~§

Hosted by Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
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Sunday School

Thank you for a great year! We will resume in September!

VBS

We had an amazing three days of worship and fun!
Thank you to all who attended and especially those who helped to make it a success!

gth Grade Confirmation Students

Thank you for a great meeting to kick off your final requirements and expectations before you are
confirmed. Remember that you need to meet with your mentor four times by August and
be sure to mark your calendar with the following dates:
Senior High Youth Group: September 16, October 7 and 21
Confirmation Rehearsal and Pictures: October 18
Confirmation Sunday: October 25

Senior High Youth Group

Various events for our 10-12th graders will be happening throughout the summer so be sure to join
us in the Spond app with the code SSSZZ so you don’t miss out! Bonfires, bingo, a lake day, game
night, so many possibilities! If you have an idea for an event, let Kyla know!

Senior High Lunch

We had an amazing year of lunches and look forward to seeing you in the fall! A huge thank you to
all of the volunteers who helped out with prep, serving, cleanup and desserts throughout the year.
For the 26-27 school year, we will be moving Senior High Lunch to Mondays.

If you are a student who wants to know what’s for lunch each week or an adult who

would like to help out, join us in the Spond app with the code HQIKQ_

Summer Youth Trip: July 20™ - 21

Current 7-12th graders! This is your last chance to sign up for the summer youth trip! We
will volunteer at Feed My Starving Children, Global Health Ministries, and enjoy time
together at Valleyfair. We will have a mandatory student/parent meeting on June 22" at
7pm in the Gathering Room at OSLC. At least one parent and the student should be in
attendance. Contact Kyla Fetsch at youth.oursaviorsvc@outlook.com with questions or to
sign up. Cost of the trip is $100, however, fundraising opportunities are available!
Don’t miss out on this memorable experience!
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sltien RED WILLOW
ek MINISTRIES

1926-2026 Light

There S stlll tlme to register for Red Willow Bible Camp
just like these OSLC campers!

“It’s one of my favorite places. It’s fun and normally my favorite part of summer. | like how
connected you feel to God. | like the feeling of welcome you feel.” Reese - 10" Grade

“l want to go to camp again because | have met friends there and | love singing
the songs and having campfires.” Leah - 7" Grade

“I would like to go back to Red Willow to see the friends | made last year. | loved how
everyone was so kind and the food is amazing and the activities were awesome.
| came back with so many stories.” Sawyer - 6 Grade

“l want to go because | want to learn more about God and Jesus and | want to make new
friends and spend time with my best friend.” Kathryn - 6" Grade

“l want to go to camp because | met new friends and | like having a campfire. My favorite
thing is going camping and cooking hot dogs and smores.” Anna - 5™ Grade

“I want to go to camp for a whole week this year rather than only 3 days. | loved playing
gaga ball, hiking up Cross Hill, and eating the great food and snacks.
| like the campfires and the counselors.” Turner - 4™ Grade

Red Willow - 100" Anniversary Weekend
August 7-9, 2026
Join Pr. Jared in celebrating the 100th Anniversary of Red
Willow Ministries! Red Willow is hosting a weekend of
events for staff, alumni and the wider camp community.

« Friday evening and Saturday morning events are
reserved for former staff. We are excited to welcome
our alumni back for dedicated time to reconnect,
reminisce, and celebrate together.

« Saturday afternoon at 1pom, events are open to the
wider camp community. We invite all who have been
part of the Red Willow Ministries story, past and
present, to join in this shared celebration.

Full Schedule, Registration, and Lodging Fees are
avaiable online:

https://www.redwillowministries.com/100-year-
celebration

Red Willow Quilt Auction
August 22, 10-3pm
Support the camp by attending the
Annual Quilt Auction! Food,
Bouncey Houses for Kids, Live and
Silent Auction on beautiful Red
Willow Lake.
AND
Buy Quilt Raffle tickets for $10
each at Our Savior’s on Sunday,
June 7" before or after worship.

| Lakota Star
Pattern
donated
by family of
the late
Janice
Thykeson
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The Summer Grocery Store through The Bridges
Backpack Program will be open again this year. It

will be open every Wednesday evening from June 4
through August 6, 5-7pm. Enter the High School
through door #W6 and watch for the OPEN sign by
the door. This is a free program open to everyone
during the summer, when school lunches are not available. The program receives
some food from the Great Plains Food Bank but is also supported by local
churches and organizations. Donations can be put in the bin in the Gathering
Area. Perishable items such as fresh fruits and veggies, and refrigerated or frozen
items, can be dropped off at Faith Lutheran Church and they will make sure they
are given to the Store. Suggested donation items include: canned chicken or
tuna, soup, fruit, ravioli, Spaghetti O’s, boxed cereal, pasta, mac & cheese,
Hamberger Helper, potato chips, pancake mix, syrup, baking items and rice.
These items can be left in the tote in the Gathering Area. Donation checks can
be made out to and mailed to: Bridges Backpack Program, Inc, 674 10" Ave SW,
Valley City, ND 58072. If you would like to volunteer to help on one of these
Wednesdays, please contact Pastor Jared or the office.

Noisy Offering Noisy Offering

Sunday, June 28 Sunday, July 26

Bring your coins (and bills) to worship! ) | Bring your coins (and bills) to worship!
The children of OSLC will be collecting a > - The children of OSLC will be collecting a
Noisy Offering after the Children’s Message to ¥ Noisy Offering after the Children’s Message to
benefit the Community Assistance Fund! benefit the Barnes County Food Pantry!

@ OUR SAVIOR’S ' . @ OUR SAVIOR'S
| Q) LUTHERAI N CHURCH . . LUTHERAN FNuRCH

From January - April 2026, the Noisy Offerings has collected $930.54 for Barnes County
Food Pantry, Global Refuge, Global Health Ministries, and the EaND Synod. Thank you!!

Wednesday Bible Study o\ | Saturday Bible Study

Gathering Room _ ﬁ ; Gathering Room
9:30am — . 7:30am
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Yuu're In

PEGGY LEE

Country

Friduy, Juue 19th

Program at 7:00 p.m. at Larry J. Robinson VCSU
Fine Arts Center. Featuring Myron Sommerfeld
Band with vocalist Miss Bonnie Lynn, along with
special guests Joe Demasi and Maddie Klabo.
Free Floral Raffle, Free

Coffee and Ice Cream E!. :E
“Please bring Food items for

the Barnes County Food Pantry”

Call: 701-845-1777 E

Celebratmg 07 Years of Music ... Summer of 2026

 Ponk Bandshell

Wednesday Evenings @ 7:15 pm

City Park, 440 4th St. SW, Valley City, ND

June3d Red River Valley Veterans Concert Band, Fargo
June 10 Project Constellation, Grand Forks
June 17 The Original Buffalo Alice Band
June 24 El Zagel “Inperials” Big Band, Fargo
July1 Oakland Grove, Valley City

July8 Maasjo Sisters, Valley City

July15 Kohlabri Soup, Fargo

July22 F-M Golden Notes, Fargo-Moorhead
July29 Norsky Brothers, Fargo

Augustd  Karma, Valley City

Rugust12  Greg Hager, Valley City

A freewill offering Is token each week to support the bandshell & Music in the Park.

Due to Inclement weather, programs will be moved to VCSU Robinson Center of the Arts
Listen to KOVC 1490 .. or follow info®bridgesarts.org

Special thanks to the sponsors who help make Em
Music In the Park possible ... GROTBERG e
FCrirst — = &
EG rirst community " omennesm ﬁcp&} -

Myren Gommerfeld pamidy
™ moore Dcnkoto | Gt onbon

B m@gggal

In the Pioneer Park Amphltheatre
Sunday afternoons @ 5:30 pm

Pioneer Park, 800 4% St. NW

Bring your lawn chairs/blankets. A freewill offering will be taken each week.
Due to weather, we will move to the Vault on Central.

June 28 - Joseph DeMasi, singer/songwriter, Valley City
July 5 - Comedy Show featuring Jenny Lou Russi

July 12 - Kolby Tangen, acoustic music, Fargo
July 19 - Kringen Accordion Band, Fargo

July 26 - Dennis Warner, singer/song writer, folk music

August 2 - 12 String Guitar Jazz Duo

Special Tharnks ta awt spansats ...

¥ Community Credit Unior
Muoore Engineering, Inc.
Valley City Tourism
KLJ Engineering
Valley Meat Supply
Myron Sommerfeld
ND Council on the Arts
Dacotah Bank
Grotberg Electric
Eagles Aerie 2192
VCPR
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Good Samaritan
Quilters
are looking for used
sheets and fabric.

The quilters are asking, as
you clean closets and
downsize, to keep them in
mind. They are looking for

Trinity Lutheran Church will be holding used sheets (no white,

their Mission Breakfast fundraisers for .
Casa de Fe on the Sundays of June 14" please) and fabric (cotton

Mission Breakfast
Fundraisers at
Trinity Lutheran Church:

and July 12, from 10:30 am to 12:30 preferred). If you have any
pm (or until gone). All funds raised will questions, please contact
benefit Casa de Fe (“House of Faith”), the office

an orphanage in Shell, Ecuador.

Do you need a wheelchair lift for
your deck or outdoor steps to
help with accessibility to your

home or other building? Please

contact the office for more
details.

Be sure to stay up to date with all the

E Connect With Us most current OSLC information and

updates by connecting with us on our
website, oursaviorsvc.org, and by
G following us on our social media
pages: Facebook,

@OurSaviorsValleyCity and on
Instagram at OSLCValleyCity
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) COUNCIL

Treasurer’s Report: Each council member was provided with a Balance Sheet and a Profit & Loss YTD Comparison.
The following account balances as of April 30" were noted.

GEMNERAL FURN D smsusvinsssnsesssssasssssvamimessssssssssnissersssamsrassrsssaonsonsanssass $40,292.10
BUILDING FUND......cccconirmirmernmininiirecaneans . 10,815.26
MISSIONARY SPONSORSHIPS 1,176.81
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN. ..ot sssssns 458.63
FARM FUND (CheckiNg).ssmumnmmammnmssmvassmiusemgmnrosss $239,705.87

Haley noted a discrepancy between the statement and current bank amount for Capital Campaign fund, but after checking, it does
match. $14,000 from the Foundation to the Youth Fundraising Account. Total income and expenses were reviewed. About $1,600 leftover
from Pr. Nicholas's severance pay. We are almost breaking even and bringing in about as much as going out. Discussion on youth funds
which are split into 3 different funds—coffee money, youth fundraising, and youth activities. Financial reports filed as read.

Staff Reports:

a.Pastor Jared Carson- We are moving away from Easter and into a new season of worship. There will be a baptism at the end of the
month where we will welcome new members. Many compliments on Senior Sunday. Now accepting hymn requests from congregation.
More contemporary music being worked in; looking for volunteers to help lead new songs (Pr. Jared will have microphone available for
those interested); hoping to use piano more for contemporary music. The goal for transition is to start a call committee in August or
September; we can anticipate another year with Pr. Jared. Discussed Stewardship for All Seasons, an online cohort to help create a plan
and increase giving. National Day of Prayer was May 7™ turnout wasn’t as good as we hoped. Crop Hunger Walk brought in 150+ people.
Baccalaureate on May 20™ and VCHS Graduation on May 24™

b.Kyla Fetsch- Last senior high lunch this Friday; will be switching to Mondays next year as it's much easier to plan for attendance; very
helpful volunteers this year! Vacation Bible School is in 2 weeks; about 50 registered. Last week was the last week of Senior High Youth
Group; attended Crop Walk. Confirmation parent/mentor meeting tonight; 4 mentor sessions before August; confirmation group will
connect with 11™" & 12" grade SHYG; Confirmation Sunday is October 25". Youth trip in July; about 20 students registered. Sunday School
wrapped up with beginning of year numbers; thank you to Katie for serving as Sunday School Superintendent. No summer lunches this
year.

Committee Updates/Council Action

a. Katie (Worship & Music) - Planning for 9:30 AM start time, with coffee hour before worship; this was decided using data from the
survey sent to congregation. Possibly 10 AM for fall; council agreed this would make it easier,

b. Bill (Property) - $30,000 coming from farm fund for maintenance (initial request). Fixing the elevator and getting it up to code will
come out of building funds ($4,528.37). Discussion was had about dishwasher; decided to not move forward with a new dishwasher.
Blake Stephens will reseed grass at the parsonage and church, cleaning up landscaping, mowing, etc. Existing parsonage inspection will
be on June 2"; expected to have to make repairs; consider having a check-in/check-out procedure for the next pastor. Current issues that
need to be addressed: boiler leak & working on alarm system notifications (Paul); Service Master carpet cleaning; construction material
clean-up downstairs; southwest landing marquis and masonry, leaking water into the basement ($4,000); painting ($2,300); signage
($5,000); countertop ($5,700), Bill knows we can get this much cheaper; steeple ($8,000); floor tiles ($5,000). Total cost for all will be
roughly $35,000 to wrap up capital campaign; discussion on moving this from the general fund/parsonage sale and replenish over 3.5
years with $10,000 annual amount from the farm fund. Ross motioned to advance $35,000 to Capital Campaign to wrap up Capital
Campaign projects from the sale of the parsonage proceeds. The farm fund will pay back the general fund $10,000/year for the next 4
years. Katie seconded. No further discussion. All approved.

Old Business
Church Events during Summer - June: Potluck & BINGO after worship. July: Picnic at Chautauqua Park, probably a Wednesday around
the 4'" of July. August: Sons of Norway Accordion Band at City Park and outdoor worship.

New Business

a.Stewardship for All Seasons (SAS). In Pastor Jared's report. Cohort starts June 1*. Re-establishing what giving means post-capital
campaign. Katie motioned to establish committee & utilize the SAS program. Ross seconded. No further discussion. All approved. SAS
cost is $3,500; can be paid over two years. Pastor Jared will work on recruiting committee members.

d. Service & Sharing Committee Member. Motion to approve Audrey Poukka to be a member of the Service and Sharing Committee.
Jared motioned to approve. Kyla seconded. No further discussion. All approved.

d.Copier Purchase/Lease. Looking for a couple of people to join Pr. Jared in researching copiers and come to June meeting with
recommendations. Consider leasing vs. buying, trading in, etc.
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A Note from the Council President

Summer will get here eventually...

Spring is in the air, and summer will get here eventually. At our most recent church council
meeting, members gathered to reflect on ongoing ministry efforts, celebrate progress, and
plan for the months ahead. There are only so many months each year when we can enjoy the
outdoor beauty of our community, so we are looking forward to potlucks, picnics, and outdoor
worship.

As we wrap up the season and the school year, | am reflecting on the outreach and community
engagement happening around us. From a combined confirmation season to a youth group
that brings together kids from all faiths, to participating in community worship for the National
Day of Prayer and the CROP Walk, Our Savior’s is an integral part of that unity.

If you have questions about Our Savior’s work or would like to get involved, please reach out
to a council member. We are thankful for each person who contributes to the life of our
church.

Tara Qndenssn

Host couples, or you and a friend, are needed to serve coffee
and treats during fellowship time following worship during

: regular season and before worship time during the summer
& FELLOWSHIP @Z o months. It can be as simple as making sure the coffee is on
and running and providing a light treat. It is a great way to

|~ meet fellow members of the congregation. Sign-up sheet in the
Gathering Area.
2:’:;:‘,“"”4-;53:' . The next Community Closet will be held

Monday, August 17*". Please watch the

_ B0 newsletter and bulletins for more details as the
W date gets closer.

Radio Broadcast Sponsorship

Radio broadcast of the 9:30 am worship is on Sunday at 11:00
a.m. on KOVC 1490 AM. To sponsor a broadcast, please contact
the church office. The cost is $100 and may be gifted in memory
or in honor of someone or a significant event. Your gift to this
ministry is appreciated.
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